Enkephalin positive sites in the developing human cerebellum.
Enkephalin (ENK) positive sites in the developing human cerebellum (gestation ages 18 weeks to 30 weeks) were studied by immunohistochemistry (ABC method). Positive reactions were registered as early as 20 weeks of gestation and initially in the deep cerebellar nuclei. By 23 weeks some mossy fibers exhibited positivity and by 27 weeks some climbing fibers as well as a few Purkinje basket, golgi and granule cells were also positive. This result indicated that the human cerebellum possesses ENK positive fibers and neurons before birth.